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FEDERAL 

Congress 

A historic week on Capitol Hill as the Senate will begin hearing the House impeachment managers’ case against President 

Donald Trump Tuesday, Jan. 21 at noon (CST). An impeachment manager is chosen by the Speaker of the House Nancy 

Pelosi (D-CA) and will be tasked with prosecuting the case against the president before the Senate. The seven selected 

are- 

 House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff (D-CA) 

 House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerry Nadler (D-NY) 

 Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 

 Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) 

 Rep. Val Demings (D-FL) 

 Rep. Jason Crow (D-CO) 

 Rep. Sylvia Garcia (D-TX) 

 

Beginning Tuesday, the trial is expected to run every day but Sunday, beginning at noon (CST). Each morning, senators 

will be allowed to work on legislation and other items as the use of cell phones and other electronic devices will be 

restricted during the trial It can be expected that the impeachment managers will take the first few days to make their case, 

Trump’s defense team will have a similar amount of time to make their own. Senators will ask questions in writing to 

Chief Justice John Roberts, who would read them to the legal teams.  

 

Closing arguments from both sides will likely take several days and the Senate will then deliberate on the articles of 

impeachment, likely to be done in private. While debate will be behind closed doors, all votes will be public Under the 

Constitution, it takes two-thirds of the Senate (67 votes) to convict Trump. While the Senate is majority Republican, it is 

unlikely the trial will result in an impeachment.  

 

STATE 

Nebraska Legislature 

Following a four-day weekend, lawmakers will return this week to Day 8 of 60 in the Nebraska Legislature.  

 

Last week, Governor Pete Ricketts presented his annual State of the State address highlighting budget recommendations 

and legislative initiatives for the 2020 session. The Governor first honored those who lost their lives in flood disaster last 

spring and recognized the family of one brave first responder. Keeping “Nebraska strong” became a theme throughout the 

morning.  

 

Most initiatives were expected- control spending, no tax increases, and cut property taxes- while others offered a new 

perspective on attracting and retaining a workforce in Nebraska. The Governor is proposing a new Nebraska Career 

Scholarship Program to help colleges attract more students in targeted programs like healthcare and IT. The program 

would fun 2,280 scholarships at a price tag of $16 million..  

 

Meanwhile, the Department of Revenue reported the month of December was 10.3 percent ($52 million) above the 

forecast, which means total net tax collections were $178.4 million more than projected through December. The Governor 

announced all excess funding in a non-budget setting year will be focused on property tax relief.  



 

Beginning this week, work hours will extend into the evening as committee hearings begin Tuesday, Jan. 21. All bills 

introduced this year will have a public hearing in the assigned committee; hearings begin at 1:30pm.  

 

Hearings this week include: 

 Tuesday, Jan. 21- 

o LB920- Change provisions for the distribution of lottery funds used for education. The bill seeks to apply 

9.5 percent of lottery proceeds to behavioral and mental health training at schools. 

 Wednesday, Jan. 22- 

o LB825- Change provisions relating to infant health screenings. Dr. Geetanjali Rathore will testify on 

behalf of Children’s Hospital & Medical Center on which adds Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) to the 

list of newborn screening at the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). Without newborn 

screening, the average infant with SMA is not diagnosed until five months of age, or later, which delays 

the treatment and leads to some permanent disability and even potential life-threatening events. Early 

diagnosis is essential for the treatment to be effective.  

o LR279CA- (Hearing at Noon in Executive Committee) Constitutional amendment to authorize an 

increase in the number of members of the Legislature. Currently state law allows 50 state senators, 

although we only operate with 49. This CA proposes to move the number to 55 to prepare for census 

figures and redistricting. 

o LB836- Change provisions governing certain contracts and agreements relating to the medical 

assistance program. All funds collected by the MCOs above their threshold shall be remitted back to the 

state.  

o LB753- Adopt the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact. 

o LB974- Change taxation and school funding provisions. This is the Revenue Committee bill that has 

gained attention in the press. The intent of the bill is to shift the way schools are funded to relieve the 

reliance on property taxes across the state.  

 Thursday, Jan. 23- 

o LB828- Change provisions relating to the scope of practice of a licensed optometrist. The bill would 

allow optometrists to perform minor surgical procedures required for the treatment of cysts or 

infected/inflamed glands of the eyelid and administer injections of pharmaceutical agents into the eyelid 

related to such treatment. This legislation would also require additional education and clinical training 

pertaining to the requested new authority for optometrists licensed in Nebraska. 

o LB906- Provide requirements and restrictions on maintenance, release, and use of video recordings of 

forensic interviews with children. 

o LB969- Change provisions relating to video depositions of child victims and child witnesses.  

 Friday, Jan. 24- 

o LB772- Change the scope of practice for physician assistants. Adds “collaborative agreement” language. 

Amends definition of supervision to mean the ready availability of the supervising physician for 

consultation and collaboration of the PA.  Provides that a PA may render services in a setting that is 

geographically remote from the supervising physician. The bill also provides that a PA may prescribe 

drugs and devices, removing language “as delegated to do so by a supervising physician” and provides 

authority to distribute drug samples and plan and initiate therapeutic regiments that include 

nonpharmacological interventions. 

o LB817-Adopt the Prescribing Psychologist Practice Act. Provides that a licensed psychologist may apply 

to DHHS for a provisional prescription certificate.  Requires that the applicant: (1) Possesses a doctoral 

degree in health service psychology and holds an unrestricted license to practice psychology in Nebraska; 

(2) Has successfully completed a postdoctoral degree in clinical psychopharmacology, or the equivalent 

as determined by the board, from an institution of higher education; (3) Has passed a national proficiency 

examination in clinical psychopharmacology developed by a nationally recognized body and approved by 

the board; (4) Has completed a practicum in clinical assessment and pathophysiology; (5) Has completed 

a practicum focused on treating patients with mental disorders; (6) Has malpractice insurance sufficient to 

meet rules and regulations adopted by the board and promulgated by DHHS; (7) Has completed the 

requirements of subdivisions (4) and (5) of this section within three years immediately preceding the date 

of the application; (8) Possesses current certification in Basic Life Support; and (9) Has submitted a 

proposed supervision plan for the provisional prescription certificate. 

 

https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40955
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40873
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=41131
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=41139
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40658
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=41351
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=41133
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=41274
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40736
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40829
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40830


 

If you would like to follow along during session, visit www.nebraskalegislature.gov and livestream debate or public 

hearings on the NETV app at the bottom of the screen.  

 

Key Dates: 

• January 21- Public hearings begin at 1:30pm 

• January 23- Last day of bill introduction 

• February 19- Deadline to request a Speaker priority designation 

• February 21- Deadline for committee and senator priority bills 

• February 25- Speaker priority bills announced 

• February 27- Final day of committee hearings 

• March 3- Full-day floor debate begins 

• March 18- Late night schedules begin 

• April 23- Sine Die Adjournment 

 

 
 (Sources: OWH, LJS, Nebraskalegislature.gov, Peetz & Co., Department of Revenue, Washington Post, Politico) 
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