
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nebraska Legislative Update: 60-Day Legislative Session is Underway 
 
Children’s Hospital & Medical Center (Children’s) has served the state of Nebraska for more than 70 
years, providing the very best, safest care for the smallest and sickest among us. Our commitment to 
children goes beyond the walls of our hospital and clinics and into their everyday needs, to improve the 
life of every child—through dedication to exceptional clinical care, research, education and advocacy. 
 
Advocacy has become a key component of the great work we do at Children’s. It is essential that we 
strengthen the voice for children, both locally and at the federal level. All too often, the programs and 
benefits intended for children are at risk with necessary budgetary cuts or regulatory changes. Without a 
strong presence among our political leaders, decisions could be made with unintended consequences.  
 
 
The second session of the 106th Nebraska Legislative session began Jan. 8, 2020 and lawmakers are 
spending their mornings debating bills that carried over from last session, while the afternoons are spent 
in public hearings on all new legislation.  
 
In step with Children’s aim to provide the best care, at the right time and in the right place, we asked state 
Senator Robert Hilkemann of Omaha to introduce a bill on our behalf. Legislative bill (LB) 825 would 
add spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) to the list of diseases on the newborn screening panel. Geetanjali 
Rathore, M.D., Pediatric Neurologist, testified on behalf of Children’s to offer expertise on why early 
identification for this rare genetic disease is important. With two new FDA treatments, children identified 
and treated early can go on to lead normal lives as any other child. A diagnosis without treatment would 
risk the inability to walk, talk or breathe on their own. We expect this bill will be prioritized and advanced 
this session given the support from all Health and Human Services (HHS) Committee members. Once 
advanced from committee, the bill will go through three rounds of debate. Screening for SMA would 
begin 90 days following the Governor’s signature, passing the bill into law. 
 
Other priorities this session may not directly impact our patients or the care we provide, but may impact 
the ability to get work done—like our SMA bill. We can expect a long debate on issues like property tax 
relief, funding formula changes for Nebraska public schools, prison overcrowding and tax incentive 
policies intended to attract businesses and workforce to Nebraska.  

With a short, 60-day session, it is important that any priority bill receive an early hearing and be met 
without opposition for a chance to pass. Children’s will continue to be a strong presence in Lincoln as 
these bills play out. A bill watch list is available on our webpage, https://www.childrensomaha.org/get-
involved/advocacy-outreach/ - Policy Advocacy & Government Affairs.  

 


