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FEDERAL 
Super Tuesday 

This week marks a pivotal moment in the upcoming presidential election. On Tuesday, March 3- also known as Super 

Tuesday- 14 states and American Samoa will hold their primaries. That means 34% of the total available delegates in the 

nomination are up for grabs as the Democratic playing field continues to shrink. Within the last 24 hours, Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, Mayor Pete Buttigieg and Tom Steyer dropped out of the race, leaving 5 Democrats and 2 Republicans on the 

ballot.  

 

Healthcare has been a focal point throughout the campaign season, yet Democrats do not have a unified vision. Aside 

from finding a candidate that can effectively challenge President Donald Trump, voters have consistently ranked 
healthcare as a priority. According to a Kaiser Family Foundation Poll, 27% of the respondents who named healthcare as 

an important issue chose cost as their top concern, followed by 25% who cited increased access to care. The idea of 

Medicare for All is widely opposed by the healthcare industry but concerns loom over the potential invalidation of the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) that the Supreme Court has agreed to consider. While the judges likely will not decide the 

case before the 2020 presidential election, it will undoubtedly shape the Republican’s healthcare platform.  
 

While Nebraska’s primary is May 12, a list of presidential candidates will be helpful as you monitor progress this week. 

 

Presidential Candidates Dropped Out 

Joe Biden, former vice president  Sen. Amy Klobuchar (Minn.) 

Michael Bloomberg, former mayor of NYC Pete Buttigieg, former mayor of South Bend, Ind. 

Rep.Tulsi Gabbard (Hawaii) Tom Steyer, former hedge fund executive 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (Vermont) Deval Patrick, former governor of Mass. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.) Andrew Yang, former tech executive 

President Donald Trump Sen. Michael Bennet (Colorado) 

William Weld, former governor of Mass. John Delaney, former congressman from Maryland 

 Sen. Cory Booker (NJ) 

 Marianne Williamson, self-help author 

 Julian Castro, former housing secretary 

 Sen. Kamala Harris (Calif.) 

 Steve Bullock, governor of Montana 

 Joe Sestak, former congressman from Penn. 

 Wayne Messam, mayor of Miramar, Fl. 

 Beto O’Rourke, former congressman from Texas  

 Rep. Tim Ryan (Ohio) 

 Bill de Blasio, mayor of NYC 

 Sen. Kristen Gillibrand (NY) 

 Rep. Seth Moulton (Mass.) 

 Jay Inslee, governor of Washington State 

 John Hickenlooper, former governor of Colorado 

 Rep. Eric Swalwell (Calif.) 

 Richard Ojeda, former WV state senator 

 Joe Walsh, radio host 

 Mark Sanford, former congressman from SC 



 
 

 
Congress 

Federal hearings this week: 

 Senate HELP Committee Hearing- “An Emerging Disease Threat: How the U.S. Is Responding to COVID-19, the 

Novel Coronavirus.” Tuesday, March 3 at 9:00am (CST).  

 House Appropriations Committee Hearing- “Reducing Child Poverty.” Tuesday, March 3 at 9:00am (CST). 

 House Homeland Security Hearing- “Confronting the Coronavirus: Perspectives on the Response to a Pandemic 

Threat.” Wed., March 4 at 9:00am (CST).  

 Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation- “From SARS to Coronavirus: Examining the Role 

of Global Aviation in Containing the Spread of Infectious Disease.” Wed., March 4 at 1:30pm (CST). 

 House Technology Modernization Subcommittee Hearing- “Getting It Right: Challenges with the Go-live of 
Electronic Health Record Modernization.” Thurs., March 5 at 8:00am (CST). 

 House Science, Space and Technology Committee Hearing- “Coronaviruses: Understanding the Spread of 

Infectious Diseases and Mobilizing Innovative Solutions.” Thurs., March 5 at 8:00am (CST). 

 Senate Homeland Security Committee Hearing- “The Federal Interagency Response to the Coronavirus and 

Preparing for Future Global Pandemics.” Thurs., March 5 at 8:30am (CST). 

 
STATE 
Nebraska Legislature 

When lawmakers return to the Capitol Tuesday, March 3, they will begin their first full day of debate.  This year, 105  

bills have been prioritized by senators, committees with 28 days remaining this session, Speaker of the Legislature Jim 

Scheer (R-Dist. 19, Norfolk) is encouraging “Christmas tree” or omnibus bills to give bills without a priority an 
opportunity to advance this year. The attached bill watch list has been updated to reflect these changes. One example- 

Children’s spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) newborn screening bill was originally referenced to LB825, but is now 

amended to LB755, along with five other bills. The committee statement references other health related bills that have 

been included to this bill.  

 
As we prepare for full day debate, Liz Lyons will be in the rotunda with our contract lobbyists ensuring that the votes are 

secured and offering last minute background and context. During committee hearings, 7-10 senators plus the introducing 

senator have knowledge on the concept of a bill. It is important to be available during debate to confirm all 49 state 

senators are comfortable and confident in a bill before they cast a vote.  

 
Tuesday’s agenda includes: 

 LB1131- Change provisions relating to education, which among its many provisions, amends Neb. Rev. Stat. 

Sec. 71-8404 to provide for a "flat fee" of $35 to be paid to a provider (physician, psychologist,  chiropractor, 

dentist, hospital, clinic or any other licensed health care provider) of electronic records needed by the Nebraska 

Department of Education Office of Disability Determinations 

 LB755 (which includes SMA newborn screening); 

 LB832- Provide for immunity for removal of a child from a motor vehicle. 

 

Also expected this week: 

 LB974- Change taxation and school funding- the Revenue Committee priority bill. 

 
Last week, Sen. Dan Quick (R-Dist. 35, Grand Island) advanced his priority bill LB840 through the first round of debate. 

The bill bans electronic smoking devices, such as vaping, in public buildings and workplaces. The senator offered 

feedback received from Dr. Sid Mahaptra on the physical harm vaping causes to children and teens.  

 

Last Friday, the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory board met and, despite concerns over the impact coronavirus 
might have on the state and global economies, they again raised revenue projections for fiscal year 2019-2020 by another 

$115 million, setting an expected $5.2 billion in revenue to the state. The fiscal year ends June 30, 2020.  

 

If you would like to follow along during session, visit www.nebraskalegislature.gov and livestream debate or public 

hearings on the NETV app at the bottom of the screen.  
 

https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/an-emerging-disease-threat-how-the-us-is-responding-to-covid-19-the-novel-coronavirus
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/reducing-childhood-poverty
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/confronting-the-coronavirus-perspectives-on-the-response-to-a-pandemic-threat
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/3/from-sars-to-coronavirus-examining-the-role-of-global-aviation-in-containing-the-spread-of-infectious-disease
https://veterans.house.gov/events/hearings/subcommittee-on-technology-modernization-oversight-hearing-getting-it-right-challenges-with-the-go-live-of-electronic-health-record-modernization
https://science.house.gov/hearings/beyond-coronaviruses-understanding-the-spread-of-infectious-diseases-and-mobilizing-innovative-solutions
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/the-federal-interagency-response-to-the-coronavirus-and-preparing-for-future-global-pandemics
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40873
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40694
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/106/PDF/CS/LB755.pdf
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=41058
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40694
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40942
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=41351
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=40824
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/


 

Key Dates: 

 
Monday, March 2 Last day for non-incumbents (new filers) to file for office on the primary election ballot 

Tuesday, March 3 Full-day floor debate begins 

Wednesday, March 11 Democratic Party’s Salute to Senators Annual Dinner at The Graduate in Lincoln 

March 18 – April 8 Late Night Sessions 

Thursday, April 23 Last Day of the 106th Legislative Session-Second Session 
Tuesday, May 12 Primary Election Day 

Tuesday, November 3 General Election Day 

 
 (Sources: CHA, OWH, LJS, NY Times, Nebraska Chamber, house.gov, senate.gov, Nebraskalegislature.gov, Peetz & 

Co.) 


