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FEDERAL 

Congress 

Children’s Hospital & Medical Center (Children’s) continues near daily calls with Children’s Hospital Association 

(CHA), strategizing future emergency funding options made available  through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 

Security (CARES) Act.  

 

To date, nearly $100 billion remains unspent in the appropriation package. Additionally, there is movement on the Hill to 

forgive the nearly $60 billion in Medicare Forgiveness Loans, a  benefits to adult systems with a large volume of patients 

65 and over.. Given the increased benefit to adult systems, CHA is asking the Department of Health and Human Services 

(DHHS), Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and Congress to consider the 34 free-standing children’s 

hospitals- Children’s included- be prioritized in future funding.  

 

A characterization of children’s hospitals has also been drafted by CHA to demonstrate the need for mindful 

appropriations.   

 

Our ask remains to be $10 billion and was estimated from the 40% revenue loss trend against the aggregate finances of the 

largest children’s hospitals revenues.  

 

Hearings this week: 

 Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee hearing “Implementation of Title IV of the CARES Act.” 

Tuesday, June 2 at 9:00am (CST). 

 House Energy & Commerce Committee hearing “On the Front Lines: How Governors Are Battling the COVID-

19 Pandemic.”  Tuesday, June 2 at 10:30am (CST). 

 Senate Finance Committee hearing “COVID-19 and Beyond: Oversight of the FDA’s Foreign Drug 

Manufacturing Inspection Process.” Tuesday, June 2 at 1:30pm (CST).   

 House Judiciary Committee hearing “Protecting the Right to Vote During the COVID-19 Pandemic.” Wednesday, 

June 3 at 10:00am  (CST). 

 House Committee on the Budget hearing “Addressing the Economic Impacts of COVID-19: Views from Two 

Former CBO Directors.” Wednesday, June 3 at 12:00pm (CST). 

 House Appropriations Committee hearing “COVID-19 Response.” Thursday, June 4 at 10:00am (CST).  

 

STATE 

Nebraska Legislature 

Effective June 1, 2020, a new Direct Health Measure (DHM) will allow hospitals to utilize more of their critical care 

space and ventilators. Last month, the Governor allowed hospitals to begin elective procedures so long as 30% of ICU 

beds and ventilators were available. On Monday, the DHM  will be reduced to15%. A guide of phasing in new DHM can 

be found here.  

 

Last week, Governor Pete Ricketts (R-NE) outlined his plans to distribute the $1.25 billion Nebraska received from the 

CARES Act. The funding is restricted to COVID-19 related expenses, not to cover lost revenue. Congressman Don Bacon 

(R-NE, CD2) has introduced a federal bill which intends to allow states more flexibility in how funds are distributed. 

Governor Ricketts has set $427 million in the Unemployment Insurance Trust, a fund that could be extended to cover lost 

revenue.  
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Highlights of the state’s distribution: 

 Community CARES Program with the Nebraska DHHS offering $25,000 grants to support services and programs 

that have been strained by the virus. Funding is targeted to community collaborative, behavioral health regions, 

providers and housing assistance.  

 $40 million towards broadband access, targeting the 41 Nebraska communities with 1,000-5,000 in population 

and less than 2% of fiber going into the home.  

 $16 million towards a workforce retraining initiative. Grants of $1,100 per student to upgrade their skills.  

 

Funding expires Dec. 30, 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 
(Sources: CHA, AHA, CMS, Senate.gov,  dhhs.ne.gov, Nebraska.gov, Peetz & Co. OWH, LJS) 


