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FEDERAL 

Congress 

Children’s Hospital & Medical Center sent a request to U.S. Senators Deb Fischer (R-NE) and Ben Sasse (R-NE), asking 

them to join Senate colleagues Senators Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) letter urging U.S. 

Secretary Alex Azar and Health and Human Services (HHS) to provide additional COVID-19 relief funding to children’s 

hospitals. We are immensely grateful for Senator Fischer’s support as she has agreed to sign-on in support of children’s 

hospitals receiving dedicated funding.  

  

The latest funding tranche (fourth to-date) will not include children’s hospitals. The distribution formula devised by HHS 

use Medicare DSH data versus Medicaid DSH, of which children’s hospitals rely. With only $60 billion remaining, we are 

asking for prioritization in the next round to ensure children’s hospitals receive their fair share of support for lost revenue. 

Currently children’s hospitals only make up 1% of relief efforts by the feds. 

 

The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee hosted a hearing on June 17 titled, “Telehealth: 

Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic.” During the pandemic, 31 federal policy changes broadening access by allowing 

patients to see doctors via phone or video have been enacted so far. The hearing discussed which of these policy changes 

should be extended permanently to avoid loss of coverage. Policy changes highlighted by Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-

TN) were:  

 Originating site- allowing physicians to be reimbursed for telehealth appointments regardless of patient location; 

 Expanding telehealth service lines- i.e. physical therapy, occupational therapy, etc.; 

 Parity for reimbursement. 

 

Children’s held a virtual meeting with Rep. Adrian Smith (R-NE, CD3) last week discussing the overnight growth of 

telehealth services across the state and pitching what relaxed measures need to remain post- COVID-19, similar to those 

outlined above. Rep. Smith sits on the House Ways and Means Committee and is a champion of telehealth and broadband 

initiatives.  

 

Hearings this week: 

 House Education & Labor Committee hearing- “Inequities Exposed: How COVID-19 Widened Racial Inequities 

in Education, Health, and the Workforce.” Monday, June 22 at 11am  (CST).  

 Senate HELP Committee hearing- “COVID-19: Lessons Learned to Prepare for the Next Pandemic.” Tuesday, 

June 23 at 9:00am (CST).  

 House Ways and Means Committee hearing- “The Child Care Crisis and the Coronavirus Pandemic.” Tuesday, 

June 23 at 1:00pm (CST).  

 House Committee on the Budget hearing- “Health and Wealth Inequality in America: How COVID-19 Makes 

Clear the Need for Change.” Tuesday, June 23 at 1:30pm (CST).  

 Senate Judiciary Committee hearing- “Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, Coronavirus, and Addressing China’s 

Culpability.” Tuesday, June 23 at 1:30pm (CST).  

 Senate Commerce Committee hearing- “Oversight of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).” 

Wednesday, June 24 at 9:00am (CST).  

 House Committee on Finance hearing- “Insuring Against a Pandemic: Challenges and Solutions for Policyholders 

and Insurers.” Friday, June 26 at 11am (CST).  
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Supreme Court 

Last week, the Supreme Court made two profound rulings- one to protect LBGTQ workers and the other to protect the 

“dreamers” under the Deferred Action Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.  

 

Last week, the monumental decision by the Supreme Court  expanded  protections for LGBTQ workers, making  it illegal 

to fire an individual based on who they choose to marry or how they identify. While it does not ensure equality, it is a 

necessary step to ensure uniformity state-to-state.  

 

DACA was implemented by President Barack Obama, providing protection for children who came to the United States 

with a renewable permit. Over 90 percent of DACA grantees are Latino, which satisfies the requirement for 

"disproportionate impact on a particular group." The administration has offered shifting rationales for ending DACA, as 

well as inconsistent support for the program, which can be taken as evidence of "an unusual procedural process. The 

plaintiffs asserted that the decision to end the popular program was potentially motivated by discriminatory intent, thus 

violating the equal protection guarantee of the Fifth Amendment. 

 

STATE 

Nebraska Legislature 

Today, June 22 the latest directed health measure (DHM) goes into effect. The new guidance includes the following 

provisions: 

 No further restrictions on elective surgeries; 

 Child care capacity is expanded  to 20 children per room for 3 and younger, 24 for 4-5 year olds and 30 for K-12 

grades; 

 Nursing home visitation may occur once testing for staff and residents is put into place; 

 Restaurants and bars are eligible to serve at full capacity; 

 Fan attendance for youth games can be expanded beyond immediate family members; 

 Attendance at indoor events, including wedding and funeral receptions, will expand to 50% of capacity.  

 Attendance at outdoor venues can go to 75% of capacity, with a cap of 10,000 people.  

 

The fourth phase of reopening Nebraska could come in July, including 100% capacity at stadiums and other outdoor 

venues and 75% capacity at all indoor events. Governor Pete Ricketts (R-NE) has not given firm details nor a timeline, 

but said it would be dependent on hospital bed availability to withstand any surge in capacity.  

 

Meanwhile, the Legislature’s Revenue Committee members received a briefing from staff at the Nebraska Department of 

Revenue; the review focused on the federal tax changes that would result in nearly $250M revenue loss over the next 

three fiscal years and the impact of decoupling from the federal tax code.  While the federal tax changes were intended to 

provide temporary relief for individuals and business owners grappling with the effects of the pandemic, states that mirror 

federal tax law – like Nebraska – will see a revenue loss as a result. Nebraska legislators will be using the 17 remaining 

legislative days focusing on property tax relief and other spending proposals are searching for ways to find revenue, or 

prevent its loss with the option of decoupling from federal tax code. 

 

 

 
(Sources: CHA, AHA, Washington Post, The Hill, CMS.gov,  Nebraska.gov, Peetz & Co. OWH, LJS) 


