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FEDERAL 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

After months of continuous communication, additional CARES Act funding targeting 80 children’s hospitals across the 
country (finally) included Children’s Hospital & Medical Center (Children’s).  
 

While we are grateful to HHS, it is important to mention that guidance on the parameters that determine our ability to 
keep any of this funding is unclear; we are hoping for more information this week.  
 
To date, Children’s has received roughly $20.2 million in provider relief funding: 

 $8,542,144.06 in the first round of CARES Act funds; 

 $10,677,679.88  in the Aug. 20 CARES Act distribution; 

 Children’s Physicians (CP)  has received $908,862.58 in the first round; 

 Funds received through the state and NHA totaling $33,650. 
 

Congress 

Both the House and Senate returned home for a four week August recess unable to overcome the impasse on a possible 
relief bill. It is likely that Congress will use a Continuing Resolution (CR) to advance a short or long-term budget bill (due 
by Sept. 30) and any relief measures.  
 
Children’s Hospital & Medical Center continues to urge our Congressional leaders to: 

 Secure further provider relief funding; 

 Stabilize Medicaid by increasing the FMAP and defer the Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) payment cuts. 
 
STATE 

2020 Census 

Every ten years, the U.S. Census is conducted to direct billions of dollars in federal funds to communities for healthcare, 

schools, roads and other public services. Results from the Census also determine the number of Congressional seats each 
state has (Nebraska has three) and shifts legislative districts within the Unicameral to ensure every Nebraska state senator 
has equivalent constituents in their district.  
 
While researchers begin to comb through the data, one alarming statistic stands out- for the first time in history, 

Nebraska now has more adults age 75 and older than children 5 and younger. 

 

Children do not vote, they do not have decision making authority and now they make up a smaller percentage of the 
population in our state. If you ever need a reminder on why it is vital Children’s Hospital & Medical Center be the voice 
for children in the state and region, let this be it.  
 
The vast shift from rural to urban will likely require two things: 

1. A shift of residents (about 50,000) from the Lincoln Congressional District 1 into the larger 3 rd Congressional 
District- a contentious decision that won’t be made easily as it could shake up the party affiliation drastically. 

2. A loss of two state senate seats to the Omaha/Lincoln-metro areas; a battle rural senators are prepared to take on. 

 
 

 



Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts Back-To-School Press Conference 

Monday, Aug. 24, Governor Pete Ricketts (R-NE) held a bi-weekly press conference with Education Commissioner Matt 
Blomstedt discussing COVID-19 and getting children back –to-school safely.  
 

The Governor is a proponent of returning children to school safely, primarily because academic progression is important, 
but also the overall social well-being that school offers, e.g. mental and behavioral health, nutritional health, physical 
health included. The Governor referenced the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Aug. 14 survey results, reporting a high 
volume of teens and young adults considering suicide or substance abuse to cope with isolation and provided the 
following resources: Nebraska Family Help Line, Nebraska Rural Response Hotline and the National Suicide Prevention 
Hotline. 
 
Finally, Commissioner Blomstedt encouraged flexibility for school districts and teachers to minimize screen time for 

hours on end as schools will not be measured by seat time. More e-learning guidance from the Nebraska Department of 
Education (NDE) will be distributed soon.  
 

Nebraska Legislature 

Children’s Final 2020 Priority Bill Watch List 
Children’s Master Copy of the 2020 Nebraska Legislature 
 

Child Health Champion Advocacy Team 

Please join Children’s Child Health Champion Advocacy Team every Friday at 7:30am for a 30 minute call. 
 
Advocating for children is extremely important at all stages and this internal group of stakeholders- comprised of 
providers and experts across the continuum of care at Children’s- meets weekly to ensure we are leading the discussion on 
child advocacy in the region. If you are interested in joining the movement, contact Liz Lyons for more information.  
 

Events this week: 

 Child Health Research Institute (CHRI) Pediatric Cancer Research Symposium- Wednesday, Aug. 26. This 
year’s symposium will feature research and advocacy efforts related to two themes. The session from 9-11:15 
a.m. will focus on Water Quality, and the session from 11:15 a.m.-1:00 p.m. is geared towards Return to Learn – 
an initiative to support the learning needs of children with chronic illnesses. Both sessions will conclude with a 

panel discussion featuring a selection of Nebraska senators – Sen. Tom Brandt, Sen. Tony Vargas, Sen. Lynne 
Walz, Sen. Matt Williams and Sen. Anna Wishart. Scientific and community-oriented posters will be available to 
view and comment on beginning Wednesday, Aug. 19 on the CHRI event website. 
Click here to register for the virtual event.  

 

 School Nurse Training: “How to Manage Symptomatic Students and Staff”- Thursday, Aug. 27 at 3:30pm. 

Access the zoom link here. 
 

(Sources: CHA, AHA, HHS, Nebraska Legislature, Peetz & Co., Omaha World Herald, LJS) 
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