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Announced via Twitter, U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar has 

extended the COVID-19 national public health emergency (PHE). 
The renewal will take effect Oct. 23, 2020 and is scheduled to lapse right after the next presidential inauguration in 

January 2021. This is the third time Azar is extending the emergency declaration, which must be renewed every 90 days. 
 
FEDERAL 

Provider relief funding, reporting and future allocations discussions continue in Washington. 
 
Effective Oct. 5, 2020, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released the remaining $20 billion of 
CARES Act funds dedicated to provider relief funding (PRF). The final allotment is open to providers of all types and is 
prioritizing those who have not received 2 percent of total patient revenue in previous distributions. The remaining 

funding will then be available through Nov. 6, 2020 to support providers above the 2 percent threshold.  
 
The new allocation comes at a time when current PRFs are in limbo. Children’s Hospital Association (CHA) has 
confirmed they are joining the American Hospital Association (AHA) urging Sec. Azar to reinstate the June reporting 
requirements, including both expenses and lost revenues attributed to COVID-19. 
 
Under the new HHS requirements published Sept 19th, Children’s is at risk to return a portion of funding back because the 

new definition of lost revenue no longer allows providers to use revenue budgeted, but instead prior year gross revenue, 
which is essentially comparing apples to oranges.  
 
Meanwhile, House Democrats approved a pared down version of H.R. 8406, the HEROES Act- a relief package that 
includes: 

 An additional $50 billion for the PRF down from $100 billion in the original bill. The legislation retains the 

original HEROES guidance on how funding should be allocated based on application process taking into account 
COVID-related costs and lost revenue. 

 14% increase to the FMAP for FY 2021.   

 2.5% increase to state Medicaid DSH allotments for FY 2020 and 2021.  

 More than $400 billion in assistance to state and local governments.  

 $249 billion to support public health; research, development, manufacturing, procurement, and distribution of 
vaccines and therapeutics; and other activities related to coronavirus. 

 $75 billion for testing, contact tracing, and other activities necessary to combat COVID-19. 

It is unlikely the Senate will take up the bill, especially before the election.  

Thankfully Congress bought themselves a few weeks to prioritize discussion on COVID-19 when lawmakers passed a 
continuing resolution (CR) funding government through Dec. 11. The CR extends funding for discretionary programs like 
Children’s Hospital Graduate Medical Education (CHGME) at FY 2020 rates until Dec. 11. The CR also provides short-
term patches for a number of health care provisions with Dec. 1 expiration/effective dates, including the onset of 
Medicaid Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) cuts. 
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With growing contention around the nomination of Judge Amy Coney Bennett to the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
upcoming deliberation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), many lawmakers are in a scramble to show their support for 
continued coverage for pre-existing conditions.  

Senator Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-TN) called a surprise vote last week on a pre-existing conditions bill from 
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), S. 4675 Protect Act- aiming to protect individuals with preexisting conditions if the Supreme 

Court ultimately determines in Texas v. California that the ACA is unconstitutional; however, the bill  would have once 
again allowed insurance companies to cap lifetime benefits and refuse coverage for certain conditions. The bill stalled, 47-
47. A number of pre-existing conditions bills remain viable, one of which was introduced by Nebraska Congressman Jeff 
Fortenberry, H.R. 5479. 

STATE 

Nebraska 

On a number of calls with Governor Pete Ricketts (R-NE) and Dr. Gary Anthone, Chief Medical Officer and Public 
Health Director of Nebraska, we are learning that Nebraska hospitals are quickly approaching the highest number of 

hospitalized COVID patients since March. The Governor and his team are working with the larger adult systems in the 
state to formalize a plan to ensure staffing and available ICU beds remain at safe levels. At this time, Children’s would 
likely not be included in any new restrictions on hospitals given our patient population and relatively low COVID patient 
volume.   
 
Election Day is approaching!  

Click on Children’s 2020 General Election Guide for Nebraska to learn about each candidate running for office before 
filling out your mail-in ballot or going to the polls on Nov. 3! All mail-in ballots must be received by 8pm on Election 

Day! Click here for a list of Iowa candidates.  
 
Omaha City Council 

Tuesday, Oct. 6, the Omaha City Council will hold a vote on an extension for the citywide mask mandate, which remains 
in effect until Oct. 20. The proposed extension was brought forward by City Councilman Pete Festersen and would 
continue through the Thanksgiving holiday (Nov. 24). Children’s offered written testimony to the councilmembers last 
week, urging the continuation of a mask mandate. 

 
Nebraska Legislature 

Children’s Final 2020 Priority Bill Watch List 
Children’s Master Copy of the 2020 Nebraska Legislature 
 
Child Health Champion Advocacy Team 

Please join Children’s Child Health Champion Advocacy Team every Friday at 7:30am for a 30-minute call. 

 
Advocating for children is extremely important at all stages and this internal group of stakeholders- comprised of 
providers and experts across the continuum of care at Children’s- meets weekly to ensure we are leading the discussion on 
child advocacy in the region. If you are interested in joining the movement, contact Liz Lyons for more information.  
 
 

(Sources: CHA, AHA, NHA, Politico,  HHS, NE DHHS) 
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