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CLICK HERE FOR ELECTION RESULTS  
FEDERAL 

Congress 

While there are potential court challenges, recounts and states remaining to be called, former Vice President Joe Biden 

and his team are preparing for January. The priority for the Biden administration was to establish a COVID-19 task force, 

which his transition team announced last week. Additionally, there are several names being shared for possible HHS 

Secretary, including former Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy, Governor Lujan Grisham of New Mexico, Governor 

Gretchen Whitmer from Michigan, and former Governor Jack Alen Markell of Delaware.  

 

The House will remain in Democratic control next year, although with a narrower margin of likely less than 10 seats once 

all results are in. The margin will also be tighter in the Senate, though control will not be officially decided until after 

Georgia’s runoff elections on Jan. 5. If Republicans hold on to at least one of the two seats being contested, they will 

retain control of the Senate. If Democrats win both Georgia runoffs, there would be a 50/50 tie and Vice President Kamala 

Harris could provide the tiebreaking vote. 

 

Over the next several weeks, both chambers will engage in organizing activities for the 117th Congress, including 

decisions on committee leaders and rosters. There will be some notable changes in key committees with health care 

jurisdiction.  

• Chuck Grassley (R-IA), will no longer be top Republican in the Senate Finance Committee; Mike Crapo (R-ID) is 

expected to assume that role. 

• Senate HELP Committee chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) is retiring; Richard Burr (R-NC) is the considered 

front-runner. 

• House Energy and Commerce ranking member Greg Walden (R-OR) is retiring with potential replacements Reps. 

Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), Mike Burgess (R-TX) and Bob Latta (R-OH).  

• House Appropriations Committee chairwoman Nita Lowey (D-NY) is retiring with potential replacements Rep. 

Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), Marcy Kaptur (D-OH), and Debbie Wasserman-Schulz (D-FL).  

 

STATE 

Nebraska 

The State issued a new Directed Health Measure (DHM) effective statewide as of Monday, November 16th.  It temporarily 

halts elective surgeries that can wait four weeks or longer without substantially changing a patient’s outcome.  In addition 

to the restriction on elective surgeries, the new DHM includes all the health measures that took effect on November 11, 

2020.  

 

Nov. 11 DHM includes: 

• Limits indoor gathers to 25% capacity. 

• Maximum 8 people per table at indoor restaurants and venues. 

• Mandatory 6 feet between patrons. 

• Masks are required for all services lasting longer than 15 minutes, i.e. salons, tattoo, spas. 

 

Nov. 16 DHM includes: 

• Requires class D and E surgeries be postponed- 

o Class D surgery requires an overnight stay and can be safely deferred for a period of 30 days; a class E 

procedure requires at least an overnight stay and can be safely deferred 120 days. 

file://///chs/shares/home/elyons/Election/2020/2020%20General%20Election%20Results.pdf
https://www.statnews.com/2020/11/09/biden-transition-team-unveils-members-of-covid-19-task-force/


 

The Governor is announcing a series of thresholds and triggers that will bring new restrictions into play all depending on 

hospital capacity. There are press conferences scheduled for Tuesday at 2pm and Thursday at 10:30am that could deploy 

other necessary safeguards- for example, if hospital capacity falls below 25%, class C surgeries may also be included in a 

DHM across the state. Indoor capacity would also reduce to 10 people maximum, although it seems the Governor is 

committed to keeping childcare centers and schools open with mandatory face masks.  

 

Nebraska Legislature 

On Saturday, Nov. 15, several new laws went into effect that Children’s played a pivotal role in advancing: 

• LB825- On Saturday, babies born throughout Nebraska became the first in the state to be screened for Spinal 

Muscular Atrophy (SMA), along with 32 genetic and metabolic conditions of which newborns are screened. This 

bill will eventually change the life of a family when their newborn is screened early for this rare genetic disease. 

A huge thank you to Senator Robert Hilkemann (R- Dist. 4, Omaha) and Dr. Geeta Rathore for making this 

possible in Nebraska! 

• LB840- It is now unlawful to use electronic cigarettes or vaping products of any kind indoors under the Clean 

Indoor Air Act. Senator Dan Quick (D-Dist. 35, Grand Island) has been persistently fighting the vaping crisis 

among teenagers and adolescents in Nebraska. 

• LB832- People cannot be held liable for breaking into a vehicle to rescue a child in an emergency. The law 

addresses situations such as a child being left in a hot car or being trapped because of an accident. Previously, 

some would-be rescuers had expressed hesitancy about stepping in without legal authorization. 

 

Omaha City Council 

On Tuesday, Nov. 10, the Omaha City Council advanced the city-wide mask mandate through February 23, 2021, 

extended more than 30 days by way of an amendment proposed by Councilmember Pete Festersen.  

 

Child Health Champion Advocacy Team 

Please join Children’s Child Health Champion Advocacy Team every Friday at 7:30am for a 30-minute call. 

 

Advocating for children is extremely important at all stages and this internal group of stakeholders- comprised of 

providers and experts across the continuum of care at Children’s- meets weekly to ensure we are leading the discussion on 

child advocacy in the region. If you are interested in joining the movement, contact Liz Lyons for more information.  

 

 
(Sources: CHA, STAT, Nebraska.gov, Peetz & Co., OWH, NE DHHS) 
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